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              Cultural Traditions versus Modern Values

Cry, the Beloved Country 

Background Info

1. When was the novel Cry, the Beloved Country published? Was apartheid established yet? 
2. Describe the racial tensions that existed in South Africa at this time.

3. Why did “Black South Africans find themselves adrift…”? In other words, why were many South Africans “left without any moral or social organization to turn to”?

4. Why did many young black men turn to crime?

5. Were workers at the gold mines treated fairly? Why/ why not?

6. What is the overall message of the novel? How is it portrayed?

Historical Background

7. What happened to the African tribes during the mid-1700s?

8. What were the Anglo-Boer wars? Who were involved, and what were they about?

9. When did the British officially establish the colony of the Union of South Africa?
10. What is the Natives Land Act?

11. What caused the overcrowding in Johannesburg?

12. Describe apartheid. Describe South Africa under apartheid.

13. What happened in 1994?

14. From what you have read about the novel’s background, make some predictions about how this story will fit into the theme, Cultural Traditions versus Modern Values.


